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Clear Wi, Wilirich:

The Michigan Department af Enwonmentad Quality (MDEQ) believes that the

Linfpd States Envronmental Projection Agancy (L5, EPA) shoukd essume the lead for
selecling the remady for The fver porfion of the Kalamazos River Sunerfund efe, as wel
s the ather operable units where Reconds of Decision have nol vel been drefted. The
basi= for owr position folloees:

1. The Eable parfies need 10 resolve thesr kability with your agsncy, in addition to ours,
bafare procesding with remedy implementatian. This requines your apesncy bo b
inmtrnately mvolved with remedy salesion Bid tha! the fgrmeady be mplemented
pursuant 1o & kegally binding apreement with your egency

. Mobwithsianding the fact thaf fhe sie 15 currantly baing handlied as a state
erforcemant lead, your agency is essentially controlling the critoal espects of 1he
remody selaclion process. Your staff recently acvised us that substantial addibonad
dada colleclion & necessary 1o suppor the U S, EPA emedial decision-making
process, This is in spie of the el your agency worked closaly with us over the s
sevaral years i devaloping and Frplemending the remedial imnvestgations recantiy
eancleded under state orders. In addfion, your agency has rassed new iBEUEE
retabive fo the adequecy of the ecolegical and tuman healih risk assessmeants, which
were prapamed by the siele with substantial inpuf from LS. EPA stafl, These Esues
prewenl u= from fimalizing cleanup eritera, and U5 EPA siaff hawe mdicated ihad
resciulion of thess msues b8 bed fo the complelion of yor new data-colleckon
Infiative.

4, Your agancy has edvied us thad the remady mast also be reviewsd by anlfies
oidsige Region 5 —the National Remedy Review Board, and by a haadguartars
cammittes chargad wikh Tesewing the Mabonal Reseanrch Council's rigk
maragement strategy for polyehlommaled biphanyl contamnaied sedimants befone
the .S EPA can ssiect & remadial elismalive,
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4 The U5 EPA has also recenily advissd our agency and the liatde parties that
federal permits must be obtained for all remedial work conducied by the liable
paries uniess the work & carmed oul pursuand i3 a legaly binding agreement wil
the LIS EPA. The parmil exsmplion in Saction 121(s] of the Comprahansive
Ervirormendal Response, Compersation, and Lirbiity Act, 1880 PL 865-510, does
not apply if the liable penies are peforming work pursuant fo @ lagal agresmant with
the state. The agresment must be between the liable paries and the U5 EPA

Pleasa let ma know when we &in have staff develop & plan and schedule for
implemending the trensition to federal leed. We recommand that the plan for
ransibaning the rives porficn of the sils bea given op prority,

If you have any quesiions, please contact Mr. Aksn J. Howard, Chiaf, Environmenial
Response Division, at 517-335-1104, of you may contact me

Sincerely,

S

Russell . Harding
Diracior
S17-373-TE1T

e Mr. Todd Geoeks. National Oceanie Abmsspheric Admmisiration
Mz Lisa Willams, United States Fiah and Wikifs Seogios
M. Asthior R, Mash Jr., Depuly Directed, MDEQ
Kir. Afan J. Howard, MDEDQ



